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THEMalaysian International
Furniture Fair (MIFF) will return as
a hybrid event after a two-year
pandemic hiatus.
To be held from July 6 to 9, it will

again occupy two exhibition venues
– theWorld Trade Centre Kuala
Lumpur and Malaysia International
Trade & Exhibition Centre.
Organised by InformaMarkets,

MIFF is deemed the largest furni-
ture trade show in South-East Asia.
“We have the advantage with the

reopened borders, and the response
(for MIFF 2022) has been beyond
our expectations.
“We are optimistic that this is the

right time to encourage many
exporters and manufacturers, and
we are expecting a positive turn-
out,” MIFF founder and chairman
Datuk Dr Tan Chin Huat told report-
ers at Sunway Visio Tower, Sunway
Velocity in Kuala Lumpur.
Chin Huat said many buyers

from abroad were enthusiastic and
had asked when the physical trade
showwould be held.
“Timing is important in business.
“We cannot wait until next year

to restart because as a world-
ranked show, MIFF has a commit-
ment to boost global furniture trade
and seize opportunities for our
exhibitors and buyers.
“The pent-up demand will greatly

benefit business.
“Now, it is crucial for exhibitors

to meet buyers face to face, get
feedback onmarket conditions and
see what they want to better pre-
pare for our annual show, which
will be held next in March,” he said.
On expectations for the fair, he

said many new products and play-
ers were expected.
MIFF general manager Karen Goi

said so far, 200 exhibitors had regis-
tered.
“Of those registered, 70% are

Malaysian companies,” she said,
adding that the exhibitors were
from nine countries, including
China, Taiwan, Singapore, Vietnam,
India and South Korea.
Goi said currently, 1,200 buyers

from 81 countries had registered.
“Among those registered, 40% are

new buyers,” she revealed.
Backed by a solid track record of

27 years, MIFF is Malaysia’s largest
furniture export platform and the
showcase for the latest innovations
from the country’s high quality
wood furniture industry.
Goi said feedback from buyers

showed that 52% of themwant to
source for new products, 21%want
to place orders, 13%want to visit
suppliers, 11% are seeking business
partners, while 2% are coming to

evaluate the event for future partic-
ipation.
She added that MIFF had record-

ed US$16.31bil (RM71.5bil) worth of
orders since its first trade show in
1995.
Muar Furniture Association

(MFA) president Steve Ong said, “As
partners for the past decade, MFA
congratulates MIFF on its boldness
and foresight to go ahead with the
show this year.
“These are critical times for busi-

nesses and wemust seize oppor-
tune moments,” he said.
MFA is MIFF’s strategic partner.
“MFA will be organising the par-

ticipation of our members in MIFF
2022 and we look forward to estab-
lishing ties with more international
buyers to build a bigger export foot-

print and strengthen our growth
prospects,” Ong added.
MFA executive adviser Desmond

Tan Boon Hai said, “This is very
challenging but we can see that the
organiser has put in great effort in
terms of organising the event and
its overseas promotions.”
He noted that many overseas

buyers were keen on the physical
trade show after being restricted
from travelling for over two years.
“The furniture business is not

easy.
“It is not easy to get a deal from a

virtual arrangement if you don’t
know the manufacturer, and you
need to present the products, estab-
lish new business with new buyers
and they need to be able to touch
the furniture,” he said.

He said MFAwas also expecting
good response as, “This is the only
physical (furniture trade) show (of
the year) in Asia”.
At the press conference, three

buyers from the United Kingdom,
Japan and South Korea shared their
thoughts on wanting to visit MIFF
to meet Malaysian manufacturers
for business and sourcing for furni-
ture as part of their business expan-
sion plans.
In line with the reopening

of the country’s travel sector, MIFF
is promoting the trade show abroad
online and through a giant outdoor
billboard at Salone Internazionale
del Mobile in Milan, which is the
world’s largest furniture fair.
For details, visit www.miff.com.

my or info@miff.com.my
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(From left) Boon Hai, Ong and Chin Huat during a press conference at Informa Markets’ premises in
Kuala Lumpur.

Goi: So far, 200 exhibitors have
registered for MIFF 2022.

Furniture fair back after two years

SIRIM Qas International has
launched a scheme to enhance
social accountability and opera-
tions of organisations in Malaysia.
The Sirim 50 standard by the

conformity assessment body whol-
ly owned by Sirim Bhd, aims to
help companies manage their com-
munity impact on issues such as
workforce needs, workers’ rights
and workplace safety.
It was developed by Sirim’s sub-

sidiary, Sirim STS Sdn Bhd, as a
basis for providing training and
consultancy services, as well as a
guide for the auditing and inspec-
tion of employers in Malaysia.
The launch was attended by

Sirim Bhd president and group
chief executive Datuk Dr Ahmad
Sabirin Arshad.
Also present were Federation of

Malaysian Manufacturers (FMM)
human resource management
committee vice-president and
chairman Datuk Nathan K.
Suppiah and Sirim Qas
International chief executive
officer Nur Fadhilah Muhammad.
The requirements outlined in

Sirim 50 are consistent with inter-
national social standards such as
SA 8000 and ISO 26000.
The Sirim 50 standard serves to

advance the sustainability efforts
of Malaysian companies in line
with United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals 2030, namely
Goal 8 of decent work and econom-
ic growth.
Ahmad Sabirin said the launch

of Sirim 50 aligned with the group’s
commitment to assist companies in
Malaysia incorporate the principles

of environmental, social and gov-
ernance (ESG) into their opera-
tions.
“ESG is pivotal as it affects a

company’s reputation and relation-
ship with stakeholders.
“I strongly urge all companies to

implement the Sirim 50 standard,”
he said.
During her presentation on the

scheme, Nur Fadhilah said the
standard would help Malaysian
companies demonstrate their com-
mitment to the welfare of workers
and communities.
She said this would not only

enhance their competitiveness but
also contribute to business growth
and productivity.
“Sirim 50 will surely elevate the

labour sector in Malaysia to new
heights,” she added.

Scheme to help firms improve social
accountability, workers’ welfare

Ahmad
Sabirin (third
from left)
launching the
scheme. With
him are
Nathan (third
from right)
and Nur
Fadhilah.

Grant in activist Fan Yew
Teng’s memory launched
IN MEMORY of the late writer,
Fan Yew Teng, his family is
offering a RM5,000 inaugural
grant to commemorate what
would have been his 80th birth-
day.
The grant is intended to help a

writer with expenses related to
research and writing.
Application for The Fan Yew

Teng Grant for Independent
Writing is open to Malaysian
writers over 21 years old for the
creation of literary work (fiction
and non-fiction) that affirms the
spirit of independence, creative
imagination and freedom of
thought and expression. These
were elements upheld by Fan,
who was also a human rights
advocate, teacher, union leader
and Member of Parliament.
The proposed work must be

in Malay or English; consist of

fiction or non-academic non-fic-
tion; written in the form of
essay, journal, book chapters,
memoir, short stories or novel,
and must be a minimum of
10,000 words.
Those interested can email

fytwritersgrant@gmail.com with
a profile, cover letter, outline of
work, publication plan, details
on how the money would be uti-
lised, sample of writing with a
minimum of 500 words and
samples of published work.
Submission deadline is July

31.
The grant recipient will be

announced in November.
Grant recipients will be

required to officially acknowl-
edge the support of The Fan Yew
Teng Grant for Independent
Writing, upon publication of
their work.

Fan was
editor of the
Educator,
the
periodical
of the
National
Union of the
Teaching
Profession,
in 1968.


